
CO-PRODUCING CARE: 
COMMUNITY ASSET-
BASED RESEARCH and 
ENTERPRISE.
The evolving Community 
Asset-based Research and 
Enterprise (CARE) method  
is a process of co-design,  
co-creation and co-discovery  
that aims to build dialogue and 
promote self-reflection through 
crafts and creative making. 
 A partnership between 
Falmouth University, Craftspace, 
Voluntary Arts and Bealtaine 
Festival, the project works with 
community groups in Falmouth, 
Dublin and Birmingham. 

‘Making Things Together’,  
the second phase of the project, 
encouraged participants to  
reflexively track and reflect on 
the ‘small stories’ of collaborative 
making—the everyday interac-
tions, experiences and revelations 
that are so often lost—in creative 
ways. Groups met regularly over 
a period of three to six months  
to develop their own framework  
for reflection through creative 
making and exchange; a form  
of consciousness-raising through 
craft. This resulted in skill- 
sharing workshops, exhibitions,  
a heritage tour, a collaborative 
digital fabrication project  
and digital sharing through  
a buddy-exchange platform.  

All the groups hope to keep 
meeting and working in the 
future and their shared stories 
and reflections have been 
recorded in a film. 
 More information about  
the project, including a series  
of inspirational films exploring 
different aspects of crafting  
and sharing through creative 
making, can be found on the 
project website at   
cocreatingcare.wordpress.com/
the-project/

Falmouth. Skill- 
sharing at the Poly
A group of local crafters met 
monthly in a community arts  
café in Falmouth to share skills 
and socialise. Members took  
it in turn to lead the group and 
devise a series of fun and some-
times challenging activities.  
Each session explored a different 
craft skill and was designed by 
participants to encourage sharing 
and reflection; to ask questions 
about why we make, the process 
of making and group crafting, 
what we learn and how we share, 
as well as wider issues of crafting 
and sustainability, well-being  
and community activism.

Falmouth. Stitching 
the ‘small stories’
Hannah Maughan, a practice 
researcher and embroidery 
lecturer at Falmouth University, 
headed up this group of young 
designers working in the field of 
embroidery and stich. The group 
collectively developed a series  
of themed ‘sew ins’ in which  
they explored different stitch 
techniques and swapped stories. 
Topics included running a small 
business, sketch-stitching, digital 
embroidery and re-interpreting 
traditional techniques. The group 
stitched their stories into a ‘story 
sewing box’. 

Dublin. Co- 
creating heritage
Liz Nilsson and Bealtaine  
Festival worked with a local 
crafting group to collectively 
produce a series of pieces  
inspired by the history and 
interior fabric of Dublin Castle. 
Working in the castle, partici-
pants drew on its archives and 
artefacts as well as their own 
memories. A two-day fabrication 
workshop at the Makernow 
FabLab, Falmouth, helped 
participants realise their designs 
while exploring questions of 
collaborative making, hand- 
making and digital crafts. 

Birmingham. Craft 
Prototypes, Co- 
creating heritage
Craftspace worked with a  
community group of people  
(aged 50 and above) to celebrate 
creativity as we age, skills 
exchange and local heritage.  
The project was inspired by  
the collection at Soho House 
Museum in Handsworth and 
participants worked together  
to develop designs for jewellery 
and other small items. The group 
collaborated with the Dublin 
crafters and with Makernow  
in Falmouth.

Online. Digital  
sharing platform
This digital sharing platform 
enabled participants to track, 
record and share their ‘making 
conversations’ and co-produced 
community learning through 
visual and written online  
conversations.

Co-producing CARE is led by  
Dr Fiona Hackney, Associate 
Professor Design Cultures  
& Community Engagement  
at Falmouth University.  
Research Assistant:  
Mary Loveday-Edwards. 

PaRTnERS

Ph
ot

og
ra

ph
y b

y B
ry

on
y 

St
ok

es
. D

esi
gn

ed
 b

y G
ui

ld
 o

f S
ag

e &
 S

m
ith

. P
rin

ted
 b

y N
at

io
nw

id
e P

rin
t.

Falmouth

Dublin

Birmingham




